GERMANY'S YEARNING FOR A MESSIAH

wonderful Germany, so that we shall continue  to be worthy of

Thy blessing.

RUDOLF HESS, Christmas Speech, broadcast
24 Dec. 1940.

FIVE thousand German cadet officers heard the Fiihrer on 18 Decem-
ber, or rather, received their consecration as officers.

. . . 'My Fiihrer! From now on a bright, sacred and guarded
flame is blazing; the flame of the new National Socialist soldierliness.'

This is the voice of the soldier. Soldierliness is nothing, without
the flame in the heart, without enthusiasm, without devotion to the
Fiihrer, without idealism. The greatness of the soldier's profession
is that the acquisition not of material goods, but of higher values, is at
stake. A nation without soldiers has no point at which its true
metal can come into existence. What is needed is a sphere in which
the worries and miseries of humdrum life are no longer talked about.
There must be a sphere in which the highest values and demands of
the nation can be professed without anyone feeling them out of place.
The work of the Party and the Army, and particularly of the Officers'
Corps, is necessary to keep idealism, the necessary condition of victory,
alive. The German soldier has a clear landmark in the man who
shows the path in his person. On 18 December the motto for 5,000
new officers was 'Fiihrer, command, we follow.' We conquer in this
war because we have the Fiihrer.

German broadcast, 22 Dec. 1940.